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Why is Canaan providing free grocery boxes to the community?  
Philadelphia, being the most impoverished big city in America, has countless citizens who are experiencing food 
insecurity. Providing a free grocery box to individuals and families in crisis is an excellent opportunity to show the love of 
Christ in a practical way and to add to Canaan’s local outreach programing. 
 

Why is Canaan providing free grocery boxes to the Canaanites? 
There are some Canaanites who are also experiencing food insecurity. For those Canaanites who are blessed not to be in 
need, the goal is that they will give the free grocery box to an individual or family in crisis. This is an excellent harvest 
worker opportunity for the Canaanites to show the love of Christ in a practical way. 
 

How and when will Canaan’s members and the community be notified of distribution dates and times? 
The community will be notified through direct mail postcards. Ideally, the postcards will arrive in our neighbors’ mailboxes 
3 to 5 days prior to the giveaway. The Canaanites will continue to be notified via pastoral emphasis and mass messaging. 
 

How is Canaan determining eligibility for the grocery boxes? Do I have to register or RSVP? 
All Canaanites and members of the community are eligible to receive a free grocery box. There will be no eligibility 
determination and no application, reservation, or ID will be required. Canaan will rely on our members’ and neighbors’ 
conscience to self-determine their need for the box. 
 

What will happen if Canaanites carpool to the Saturday drive throughs?  
Canaanites who carpool on Saturday drive throughs are asked to notify the church office prior to a distribution date. 
Specific instructions will be provided close to distribution dates. 
 
What will happen if a Canaanite or a community member needs more than one grocery box per household?  
Canaanites and community members needing more than one box per household will be referred to Canaan’s Family Life 
Center for additional support. 
 

Do Canaanites have the option not to receive a free grocery box?  
Yes, Canaanites do have the option not to receive a grocery box. However, the hope is that every Canaanite will support 
this outreach initiative as harvest workers and share a grocery box with someone who may be in need. 
 

Which company or organization is partnering with Canaan to provide the grocery boxes?  
Canaan is proud to be partnering with Blessings of Hope, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Lancaster, PA as 
well as with the Canaan Family Life Center, also a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
 

Is there a cost to the church? If so, how does this align with our mission giving objectives?  
Canaan will donate $7.00 per grocery box to Blessings of Hope. They will assemble and deliver the grocery boxes to 
Canaan. Additionally, depending on Blessings of Hope’s delivery schedule, Canaan may have to rent a temporary mobile 
refrigeration unit. 
 

As part of Canaan’s Strategic Plan for 2020, we remain committed to giving away 10% of our annual budget to external 
missions endeavors and organizations. The grocery box giveaway will be funded from the missions budget. 
 

Which grocery items will the boxes include?  
Each 40-lb grocery box will include fresh produce, dairy, protein, and other food staples. Canaan will also supply 
information and materials related to church services and programming, community resources, voter registration, etc. 
 

Is this a one-time initiative? 
Prayerfully, this will be an ongoing initiative for the foreseeable future. Its effectiveness and practicality will be evaluated. 
 

Will this replace our annual Thanksgiving basket giveaway? 
No, the annual Thanksgiving basket giveaway will continue. However, opportunities for collaboration will be explored. 
 

Many churches and outreach organizations have been providing grocery assistance since the pandemic started. 
Why has Canaan waited so long to start?  
Prior to and throughout the pandemic, Canaan has been providing grocery assistance to Canaanites and our neighbors 
through the Canaan Family Life Center. The grocery giveaway will be an additional means of providing aid. 


